Therapeutic effect of oral Kalanchoe pinnata leaf extract in murine leishmaniasis.
The effect of a leaf extract from Kalanchoe pinnata (Kp) was investigated in BALB/c mice infected with Leishmania amazonensis. Oral treatment with Kp significantly delayed onset of disease as compared to untreated mice or mice receiving Kp by the intravenous or topical routes. When initiated at early stages of infection, daily oral doses of 8 mg prevented lesion growth and the effect was long-lasting, comparable to the reference antileishmanial drug Glucantime. The decreased lesion growth using the oral route was accompanied by a significant decrease in the number of viable parasites. Protection was accompanied by a diminished capacity of animals to develop delayed-type hypersensitivity and to produce specific antibodies.